RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on Monday 15 July 2024
PRESENT:
Parish Councillors: Caunce, Cromie, Finch, Mason & Yates
Borough Councillor: Barnsley
Residents: Three
Apologies: Cllrs Dickinson and Ellis,  A McLoughlin (Knowle Green).

16    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None
17     PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  The Chair reminded everyone present that this was the only Agenda item which allowed for contributions from those attending other than the Councillors.  No items were raised.
18       CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES: The Minutes of the meeting of 17 May 2024 were confirmed and duly signed.
19     MATTERS ARISING:  
19.1 – Lancashire Youth Bus. Information had been received by Cllr Barnsley on this summer initiative.  Information to be forwarded and advertised in the Parish Notice Board.  Linked to this item, the Chair had been attempting to ascertain what other Youth Projects were active around the village, but none had been identified.
19.2.1 – Public Rights of Way.  This was a recurring item, but a further aspect of the local application of these rights had been raised by a resident.  He registered his concern about the process of considering these rights in the context of Planning Applications.  He offered to take up the matter as an initial query and report back as necessary.
19.2.2 – Public Right of Way – The Weind.  This is a long-standing issue, which has now been listed in the Planning notifications.  Cllr Swarbrick has been in consultation with LCC and been advised that this matter will be dealt with in due course.
20    PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
Updates :3/2024/0373 – 18 Church Street, Approved.
3/2024/0195 – Land off Ward Green Lane,  Approved with Conditions
3/2024/0190 – Lower Alston Farm, Church Street.  Approved with Conditions
3/2023/0974 – Land Adjacent to Knowle Hey, Stoneygate. Approved with Conditions
3/2024/0006 – Beck House, Stoneygate Lane.  Approved with Conditions
3/2024/0226 – Moorcock Farm, Clitheroe Road, Approved with Conditions
3/2024/0041 – Buckley Dene, Preston Road, Refused
3/2024/0246 – Ribchester Arms, Blackburn Road, Approved with Conditions

21     REPORTS FROM PRINCIPAL COMMITTEES:
Cllr Barnsley reported that attempts were being made to acquire funding from RVBC and the Prosperity Fund.  
The B4RN project had requested an additional £12,000 to connect SS Peter & Pauls Parish Centre to the network currently being planned.  Two possible sources were being considered – Rural England Prosperity Fund or the Jubilee Fund.  More details were to be worked out.
There was a proposal for the acquisition of one or more ‘discontinued’ Red telephone boxes.  Cllr Barnsley proposed on for the Book Exchange at the junction of Stoneygate Lane.
Consideration was still being given to the proposal for the planting of a 
Redwood tree.
22   FINANCIAL MATTERS
The standard Cash Book Summary was not presented, as customary, because of the problems of legibility.  There was a proposal that the presentation of this summary information be changed to a clearer format.  Action – revised presentation of information to next PC meeting.
It was RESOLVED to make the following payments:
SS Peter & Pauls Room Hire - £30
Clerk’s Salary mid June – mid July £499.20 + expenses £71.55.   PAYE £124.80
It was noted that the expenses were unusually high given the sudden increase in printer ink cartridges.  It was noted that the Council owned a rather old printer and the appropriate cartridges had increased by 50%.  Proposal was made to acquire a more economical printer.
A funding request for £300 from the Playing Field Trust had been received.  This was APPROVED
It was confirmed that the Temporary Lengthsman would be finishing his contract as the permanent Lengthsman, would be returning.  Advance approval was given to pay Mr Pearson his fee for his temporary post upon receipt.
23  VILLAGE MATTERS:
23.1 – Proposal for a Village Noticeboard (in addition to the PC Noticeboard) was made.  Information on costs, fitting etc to be obtained.  Cllr Finch to be involved.  She also had concerns which she raised about hedge-cutting around the village.  (Items to be revisited at future meeting.)
23.2 – Cllr Mason provided an update on previously raised issue of speeding through the village and the provision of SPIDS.  The process of acquisition and fixing of these was considered.  
23.3 – Cllr Finch (PC representative to Knowle Green) reported that Knowle Green Village Hall Committee had been very please to receive RVBC and Lottery funding.  Investment at the Hall has led to self-sufficiency in electricity through the solar panel installation, and led to EV charging points being made available.
23.3 – A Royal Mail postbox has been removed in Knowle Green area.  A request for its replacement was noted.

There being no other public business, the meeting closed at8.40  pm
 
